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resources are allocated to their highest
and best uses. The FAA must be able to
demonstrate compelling reasons for
using subjective assessments to place
projects on the priority list for Federal
funding. The GAO will soon report to
the FAA on how it can tighten up its
grant award process, and better adhere
to the criteria that the agency has laid
out for itself. In the meantime, the
Commerce Committee will continue to
oversee the FAA’s management of its
grant program.e

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH

® Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, since
1963 when President Kennedy began
this important tradition, May has been
designated ‘‘Older Americans Month,”
a time set aside each year for our coun-
try to honor senior citizens for their
many accomplishments and contribu-
tions to our Nation.

Those of us who have worked dili-
gently in the U.S. Senate to ensure
that older Americans are able to live in
dignity and independence during their
retirement years, look forward to this
opportunity to pause and reflect on the
contributions of those individuals who
have played such a major role in the
shaping of our great Nation. We honor
them for their hard work and the
countless sacrifices they have made
throughout their lifetimes, and look
forward to their continued contribu-
tions to our country’s welfare.

Today’s senior citizens have wit-
nessed more technological advances
than any other generation in our Na-
tion’s history. Seniors today have lived
through economic depressions and re-
cessions, times of war and peace, and
incredible advancements in the fields
of science, medicine, transportation
and communications. It is imperative
that we address the needs of these
Americans who have devoted so much
of their life experience and achieve-
ment to the betterment of our society.
The celebration of Older Americans
Month provides us with the oppor-
tunity to highlight the importance of
reauthorizing the Older Americans Act.
As a vigorous and consistent supporter
of measures to benefit senior citizens, |
am pleased to be a past cosponsor and
strong supporter of this important leg-
islation. First enacted in 1965, the
Older Americans Act has evolved from
its original mandate to promote inde-
pendent living among those older citi-
zens with the greatest social and eco-
nomic need into today’s dynamic net-
work of community and home-based
services so critical to many of our Na-
tion’s seniors.

The need for such legislation be-
comes especially apparent in light of
current demographic trends. Senior
citizens today comprise more than 12
percent of the country’s population.
Baby boomers, who represented one-
third of all Americans in 1994, will
enter the 65-years-and-older category
over the next 13-34 years, substantially
increasing this segment of our popu-
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lation. In my own State of Maryland,
more than 768,400 individuals are over
the age of 60, representing 15 percent of
Maryland’s total population. By the
year 2020, that percentage is expected
to increase to just over 23 percent.
These demographic transformations
pose significant challenges and oppor-
tunities and the Older Americans Act
provides an excellent framework from
which to address these challenges as we
move into the next century. It is not
enough to just honor our senior citi-
zens. We must continue to enact mean-
ingful legislation which will help meet
the needs of this valuable and con-
stantly expanding segment of our soci-
ety.

The theme of this year’s celebration
is ‘“‘Caregiving: Compassion in Action.”
In my view, it is most appropriate
that—as the percentage of the popu-
lation over age 65 continues to grow—
we take this opportunity to focus on
how we, as a society, will care for our
seniors. It is, therefore, incumbent
upon us all to be prepared to both un-
derstand and address the needs of our
seniors as they become an increasingly
larger segment of American society.
Many of us are already addressing this
serious need. The Administration on
Aging estimates that each day, as
many as five million senior citizens in
the United States are recipients of care
from more than 22 million informal
caregivers. As programs such as Medi-
care and Medicaid continue to feel the
pressures of the current Federal budget
process, the noble and compassionate
work of these dedicated individuals is
particularly critical.

Mr. President, | have always believed
strongly in the potential of this signifi-
cant and growing population to con-
tribute to the development of policies
that effect all Americans. Our Nation’s
seniors are an ever-growing resource
that deserves our attention, our grati-
tude, and our heart-felt respect. As ob-
servance of Older American Month
comes to a close, | look forward to
working with my colleagues in the
Senate in implementing public policies
which affirm the contributions of older
Americans to our society and ensure
that they continue to thrive with dig-
nity.e

CONGRATULATIONS TO WHEAT
MONTANA FARMS AND BAKERY
ON MONTANA SMALL BUSINESS
OF THE YEAR

® Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, | rise
today to extend my congratulations to
Dean Folkvord of Wheat Montana
Farms and Bakery of Three Forks on
winning the Small Business Person of
the Year Award. It is a real pleasure to
recognize Dean and his family for his
dedication and hard work.

There is a fierce competition in Mon-
tana for Small Business Person of the
Year since 98 percent of our businesses
are classified as small, and that makes
Dean’s accomplishments special. | was
amazed when | learned of it, but Wheat
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Montana mills more wheat in a year
than is grown in Montana. It takes a
truly successful operation to handle
that much wheat.

Mr. President, | am proud to say we
have many small business success sto-
ries like Wheat Montana, and many
folks like Dean keeping our economy
growing and putting Montanans to
work. There were two close runners-up
for this award this year, and many
other small businesses were awarded in
other categories. Together, they are
the engine that keeps Montana run-
ning.

Congratulations again to Dean
Folkvord and the Wheat Montana fam-
ily, and to Montana’s entire small busi-
ness community for all you do.e

HONORING THE MANITOWOC
WORLD WAR Il SUBMARINE EF-
FORT

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, re-

cently, the distinguished Senior Sen-
ator from Wisconsin [Mr. KoHL] and I,
along with our colleague from the
House of Representatives, Representa-
tive THOMAS PETRI, wrote to the Sec-
retary of the Navy, the Honorable John
H. Dalton, indicating our strong sup-
port for the proposal to name the third
Seawolf class submarine the Manitowoc,
recognizing the unique contribution by
the city of Manitowoc, WI, to the de-
velopment of U.S. submarine superi-
ority in World War I1.

The Manitowoc Shipbuilding Co. pro-
duced 28 submarines during World War
Il—roughly ten percent of America’s
submarine fleet during that war. The 25
Manitowoc-built submarines in the Pa-
cific theater sank 132 enemy ships.

Prior to World War 11, the Manitowoc
Shipbuilding Co. had never produced
submarines. As America entered the
war, and the Nation committed its re-
sources and energies to the effort, this
shipbuilding company took on the task
of retooling, retraining its employees,
and restructuring its facilities to
produce high-quality submarines at a
wartime pace. They completed produc-
tion of the submarines 19 months ahead
of schedule and $1.8 million under
budget. In all, some 7,000 people were
employed at the Manitowoc Shipbuild-
ing Co. at the height of World War 11
production, many working numerous
nonstop shifts. Many also came from
other cities and towns and the
Manitowoc community opened up its
arms to support these workers, giving
them a home-away from home, which
helped to maintain the morale of these
essential workers in the war effort.

I am pleased to note that the Wiscon-
sin State Senate has just passed a
measure urging the Navy to name the
new submarine the Manitowoc. Naming
the new sub the Manitowoc would honor
those who served on the Manitowoc-
built subs, those individuals who
worked 24 hours a day to build them,
and the city which extended its support
to the Herculean production effort. It
would be a fitting tribute.®



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-12T09:33:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




